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COLUSA COUNTY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of Public Meeting 
 

February 8, 2000 
 
 

The meeting of the Colusa County Children and Families Commission was called to order at 1:40 p.m. in 
the Morse Conference Room at the Colusa Library, 738 Market Street, Colusa, California.  
Commissioners Dolores Gomez, Nolan Gonzales, Barbara Hankins, and Christy Scofield were present, 
constituting a quorum. 
 
Items discussed and actions taken in accordance with the publicly-posted agenda were as follows: 
 
1. Approval of Minutes: January 27, 2000 Meeting 
 

Commissioner Hankins moved to approve the minutes without correction; motion seconded by 
Commissioner Gomez.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (4/0). 

 
2. Public Comment 
 

• A monthly status report for January has been distributed by Social Entrepreneurs, Inc. (SEI) 
showing progress and costs to date for the strategic planning process.  An invoice from SEI in 
the amount of $4734.94 for services rendered in January has also been received but was not 
included on the agenda for approval; it will be considered at the next meeting. 

• The next State Commission meeting will be held on February 17 in Sacramento.  Mike Smith 
of SEI will be attending. 

• Commissioner Scofield noted that the State Commission is looking for locations and counties 
to sponsor future meetings.  Colusa County might consider sponsoring the August meeting, 
which would correspond to the completion of the strategic plan.  Some discussion occurred 
regarding potential sites within the county that could accommodate 60 – 100 people.  This 
will be discussed further in the March meeting.  Mike Smith will draft a letter to the State 
Commission offering to have Colusa County host an upcoming meeting. 

• Kay Sharpe from the Department of Health and Human Services reported that the county was 
successful in getting a Small County Initiative grant.  This grant will help with child abuse 
and other issues relevant to children and families. 

• The State Commission conducted a teleconference call on February 4th to discuss the draft 
version of the state level outcomes and indicators.  A question was raised whether the 
counties are expected to adopt all of the state outcomes and indicators.  The answer is no; the 
State Commission recognizes that each county has unique needs, but they do hope that over a 
five year period or so, every county can report measurable progress under each of the major 
goals outlined by Proposition 10. 

• Another teleconference call sponsored by the State Commission will be held on February 11 
titled "Tips on Media Relations". 

 
3. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding between the County of Colusa and the Colusa 

County Children and Families Commission 
 

This item will be continued to the next meeting to allow more time for update of the document 
and review of the update by all Commissioners. 
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4. Preparation for Town Meetings to Gather Public Input on Community Needs 
 

A series of reports and discussions occurred regarding preparation for the four Town Meetings to 
be held during February as a means of gathering valuable community input on the needs of young 
children and their parents as well as ideas about services to be considered.  Items discussed were: 
• The dates and locations of the meetings were set.  They are 

February 15 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.    Colusa, Burchfield Primary School 
February 16 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.    Maxwell, Maxwell Elementary School 
February 23 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.    Arbuckle, Arbuckle Middle School  
February 24 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.    Williams, Williams Elementary School 

• Facility use agreements have been signed as requested by each school.  The schools will not 
be able to provide flip charts and overhead projectors so Mike Smith will arrange to bring 
these items along with flip chart pads, markers, and other such supplies. 

• Licensed child care can not be provided due to recent regulation changes. 
• A flyer to use in publicizing the meetings was drafted by Mike Smith, then translated into 

Spanish and copied by Commissioner Gomez.  People volunteered to distribute flyers at all 
child care and Head Start sites, through the teachers of all K – 3 classes, and other locations.  
All copies of the flyers will be made on yellow paper for consistency.  A notice will also be 
placed in the Community Brief section of the Sun Herald. 

• A translator and use of the whisper system have been arranged. 
• Snacks will be limited to milk and cookies.  Each Commissioner will take care of picking up 

the snacks for the school they are assigned to. 
• As discussed at the previous meeting, a motion was made by Commission Gomez to pay a 

stipend of $50 per night to the translator / facilitator.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Hankins and approved by voice vote (4/0). 

• The meeting format was discussed.  A Commissioner will handle the initial greeting, 
introduce the other members of the Commission, and then introduce the SEI representative.  
Mike Smith will be facilitating the first two meetings and Sarah Longaker of SEI will 
facilitate the next two.  SEI will give a short presentation on Proposition 10 and the objectives 
of the Commission, describe the ground rules for the group discussions, and guide people into 
the breakout groups (one in English and one in Spanish).  The suggested discussion topics 
and facilitation guidelines that were distributed with the meeting agenda were accepted with 
one change, which is to start the breakout discussion group sessions with a 10-15 minute 
walkthrough of the survey to help people complete the survey. 

• The draft version of a community survey prepared by SEI was discussed and a few changes 
were made, mainly to the list of existing services on page 4 of the survey. 

• A question was raised regarding how to get providers / professionals involved in the public 
input process.  The consensus of the Commission is that the Town Meetings are intended to 
capture input from the perspective of parents and are not targeted to service providers.  A 
separate survey will be drafted by Mike Smith to solicit input from providers / professionals, 
plus this group will be asked to provide input on the complete report of community needs and 
resources when it is available in March. 

 
5. Establishment of Office and Other Points of Contact for the Public 
 

Office space will not be available at the Indian Bingo center.  Many thanks were given to 
Commissioner Gonzales for investigating this possibility.  Charlette Lauppe from Yuba College 
graciously offered to look into office space options at the Career Resource Center and another site 
in Williams.  Jerry Maltby may also have office space available in Williams that would be 
affordable. 
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Mike Smith inquired about the possibility of setting up an area on the Internet for the 
Commission under an existing web site.  The response was that the County does not yet have a 
web site and would not be able to provide this service.  Colusa High School and Yuba College do 
have web sites established. 

 
6. Development of Mission and Vision Statements 
 

The Commission reviewed informational materials and examples related to creating a mission 
statement and guiding vision statement.  Discussion then proceeded on developing a mission 
statement.  The following mission statement was drafted: 
 

"The Colusa County Children and Families Commission is committed to enhancing the 
lives of all young children (prenatal to age five) and their families through a countywide, 
comprehensive, integrated system of early childhood development." 
 

Discussion also occurred on concepts that should be considered as integral parts of the 
Commission's long term vision.  Key concepts that were identified were: 
• Children who are "healthy","resilient", "ready to learn", "able to achieve their full potential", 

"happy". 
• Parents / families / caregivers are supported. 
• Children live in "supporting, nurturing and loving environments" that provide them with a 

"positive experience" in their early childhood. 
 
Overall, there were three central themes in the vision elements being articulated: (1) children 
reach a state of health, well-being and readiness to learn by the time they reach age 6 or enter 
kindergarten, (2) children have a positive experience in their journey from birth through age 5, 
and (3) parents of young children receive the support they need. 
 
Mike Smith was asked to take these concepts and draft a vision statement for consideration by the 
Commission in the next meeting. 

 
7. Activities to Sponsor for Colusa Family Fair 
 

The Commission expressed a strong desire to have an information booth at the April Family Fair 
rather than trying to come up with an "activity".  The new Welcome Baby kits from the State 
Commission and other informational materials can be displayed and distributed.  Surveys can be 
distributed as well.  The possibility of having pencils or another such small handout was noted.  
Commissioner Gomez will discuss the possibilities with the local Council that is sponsoring the 
fair. 
 

8. Dates for Upcoming Meetings 
 

The dates and time for the next two meetings were set as: 
 Wednesday, March 1, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, March 21, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 
The meetings were tentatively set for the Morse Conference Room at the Colusa Library.  
However, Commissioner Gonzales noted the availability of conference room at the Indian Bingo 
center, and other Commissioners expressed a desire to rotate meetings among different locations. 
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9. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 

 
Minutes prepared by Mike Smith, consultant to the Commission. 
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